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In this issue 

‘Camping out’ 

By Mark Elias 
Wapaneu Advisor 

 
This September 16-18, Migisi 

Opawgan will host it's Fall Con-
clave and Ordeal, but with some 
changes from past years. 

Trout Lake Camp, including 
cabins the lodge normally uses for 
conclaves, has been reserved by 
another group. As such, Migisi 
Opawgan members and candi-
dates need to check in at Jack 
Lord cabin instead of Trout Lake.  

There are only a limited num-
ber of cabins and beds available 
to the lodge for the weekend. 
Members are expected to provide 
their own tents for the weekend. 

With few exceptions, members 
will NOT be sleeping in cabins for 
this conclave. 

Jack Lord will be used for 
check in and for sleeping arrange-
ments for those members that 
cannot or should not, due to 

health reasons, sleep outdoors in 
a tent. James West is reserved for 
ceremonies teams to store regalia 
and for changing. It is expected 
that ceremonialists will tent like 
other members. 

Photo courtesy Migisi.org 
Ordeal candidates cheerfully serve — or sleep — at the 2004 Fall Conclave. This year’s 
Conclave will be held September 16 through 18 and is hosted by Wapaneu chapter. 

Annual Lodge banquet 
The 2005 annual meeting and 

dinner banquet has been sched-
uled for Wednesday, December 7. 
If you heard it’s the Hyatt Re-
gency in Dearborn, you are cor-
rect. The Mahican Chapter team 
hopes to have the paperwork and 
details completed before the end 
of August. Tickets will be $15 per 
person through some special ar-

rangements and will be available 
soon. 

To make this year’s banquet 
special, we are looking for mer-
chandise contributions for door 
prizes. If you have contacts with 
retail businesses that would help 
support the event with a contri-
bution, please let Mr. Retzbach or 
Mr. Lang know. 

• Anniversary patches, pg. 2 

• Lodge Chief report, pg. 3 

• Chapter Reports, pg. 4 

• NOAC, pg. 4 

• Fall Fellowship, pg. 5 

• Advisor’s Five, pg. 5 

• Training, pg. 5 

• Dues increase, pg. 7 

• Calendar, pg. 8 

Please see “Conclave,” page 2.  

With few cabins  
available, Migisi will 
spend Conclave in tents 



2 Eagle Pipe — Migisi Opawgan August 2005 

 

Indianwood is being reserved 
for candidates in case of severe 
weather on Friday night. 

Members can tent in the field 
between Jack Lord and James 
West. Early arrivals may be able 
to use the area set aside for sum-
mer camp staff, where a limited 
number of electrical outlets are 
available. Overflow tenting can 
take place either at Forester tent 

site or the field outside of Indian-
wood.  

Candidates that arrive early 
will be allowed to set up their 
tents (for Saturday night) either 
outside Indianwood or in the 
nearby Jamboree field. All meals 
will take place in the Hay Pavil-
ion in a fashion similar to sum-
mer camp.  

Riverside site is reserved for 
ceremonies, including the Broth-

erhood ceremony on Saturday 
night, and will not be available 
for tenting. Please check with 
your chapter's Chief, Adviser or 
Ceremonies Team for the location 
of your chapter's Pre-Ordeal and 
Ordeal ceremonies. 

Any changes to these arrange-
ments will be provided at check-
in on Friday, September 16th. 
Remember - check in at Jack 
Lord cabin, not Trout Lake!  

Conclave — roughin’ it 

Ordeal members — Seal your membership! 
After 10 months as an 

Ordeal member and ful-
filling several require-
ments, you can seal your 
membership in the Or-
der of the Arrow by par-
ticipating in a Brother-
hood conversion cere-
mony. These ceremonies 
are done at Cole Canoe 
Base and D-Bar-A Scout 
Ranch whenever a lodge 
event is held. Some 

chapters conduct “in-
town” ceremonies, so 
please check with your 
chapter officers and ad-
visers. Better yet, just 
join other lodge mem-
bers at one of the camp 
ceremonies and bring 
several of your eligible 
friends too. 

The next camp Broth-
erhood conversion cere-
mony is on Saturday, 

September 17th, at D-
Bar-A Scout Ranch. Visit 
the “Forms” section of 
our website 
(www.migisi.org) and 
download the 
“Brotherhood Require-
ments and Registration” 
packet. The cost is $15 
and that covers your 
Brotherhood sash and 
lodge flap. You are cer-
tainly welcome to come 

up for dinner that eve-
ning to join in fellowship 
with other arrowmen.  

The dinner cost is 
$5 and you should 
plan to be there by 
6:00 pm. Come 
join the fun - we 
are there to help 
you seal your 
membership 
in the OA.  

Continued from page 1 

OA anniversary patches now available 
The Order of the Ar-

row celebrated its 90th 
anniversary this year—
the event was marked 
by a celebration at 
Treasure Island with 
brothers attending from 
across the country. To 
commemorate the event, 
the Order of the Arrow 
has made available for 
purchase a patch and 
rededication certificate.  

The colorful patch 

and certificate com-
memorate the 90th an-
niversary rededication 
ceremony at Treasure 
Island. The 8" x 10" cer-
tificate features a digi-
tally re-mastered image 
of E. Urner Goodman 
and Carroll A. Edson at 
the 50th Anniversary 
celebration and is suit-
able for framing. The 
fully embroidered patch 
is 3" x 4". 

The sets are available 
at wholesale prices and 
must be purchased in 
lots are five ($25 for 
each lot containing five 
sets). If an individual 
desires to place an or-
der, the minimum quan-
tity that can be ordered 
is five as well. 

At the August LLC, 
lodge leaders will con-
sider a volume purchase 
for our trading post.  

You can purchase 90th 
anniversary patches 
and certificates at  
tradingpost.oa-bsa.org.  
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From the desk of the Lodge Chief 
Brothers, 

Whether you realize 
it or not the year is 
half over and there is 
still much more work 
to be done. The fall 
conclave is just around 
the corner and for the 
first time in some time 
we will be holding the 
event in Jack Lord sub-
camp. Another big 
change is the event will 
be held in tents instead 
of cabins. Cabins will 
be available to those 
with medical condi-
tions. Some chapters 

may need to adjust 
there ceremony sites to 
compensate for the 
shift in location. Re-
member check-in will 
be at Jack Lord cabin 
and you will need to 
bring your own tents. 

This summer I had 
the opportunity to 
serve as camp chief for 
D-A Scout Ranch. My 
duties included per-
forming unit elections, 
holding a brotherhood 
ceremony for those 
campers who were eli-
gible, and performing a 

call-out each Friday at 
the campfire. I would 
like to give special 
thanks to Nich Woolsey 
for his hard work all 
summer. His dedica-
tion to the Order of the 
Arrow is an example to 
us all. I had the pleas-
ure of meeting many 
Arrowmen from all 
over the Detroit Area 
Council and beyond. 

I will be attending 
Northern Michigan 
University in the fall 
and will not be able to 
attend Executive com-

mittee meetings but I 
will be at all other 
lodge events. Chris 
Szybisty will be taking 
over some operations of 
the lodge but I will re-
main Chief. If any of 
you would like to con-
tact me, feel free. My e-
mail address is 
dswan@nmu.edu I will 
be able to answer any 
questions you might 
have. Hope to see all of 
you soon. 

 
Yours in WWW, 
Dan Swan 

By Jeff Geralds,  
Lowanue Kuwe Adviser  

 
In June of this year the Department of De-

fense finally honored a WWII soldier that resides 
in Lowanue Kuwe's area. The 89 year old man 
was given a belated Bronze Medal for his bravery 
while serving in Europe, where he made daring 
rescues of three wounded soldiers during an artil-
lery attack. 

To show our appreciation for his service to our 
country, the members of Lowanue Kuwe pre-
sented him with a new United States flag to fly 
at his home. They received the following note in 
response. 

 
"To the Boy Scouts, 

I felt so very honored 
by you celebrating my 
getting the Bronze 
Star and presenting 
the flag to me. I will 
always treasure it with 
much pride. Thank 
you,  

Guy Falcomata"  

Chapter honors vet 

Hundreds of arrowmen attended the 2005 Na-
tional Jamboree as participants, leaders, and staff. 
A select few are members of the OA Service Corps. 
Even fewer got to carry the American Flag while 
leading the delegation to the opening flag raising. 
As this picture, which was "borrowed" from the 
Jamboree website, shows, they seem to have chosen 
wisely - former Migisi Chief Ethan Rein. 

Several other Migisi Opawgan members partici-
pated in the Jamboree Service Corp - our own Com-
munications Chair, Elliot Njus, Nikhil Vadhavkar, 
and Michael Cullen. Michael was member of the 
Brownsea Island exhibit and visited troops through-
out the Jamboree promoting attendance with his 
great English accent. These arrowmen are from 
Troop 777 in Northville. 

Service Corps 
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Chapter news 
Achowalogen 

Achowalogen Chap-
ter serves the cities of 
Detroit, Hamtramck 
and Highland Park. For 
more information, con-
tact Chapter Chief Leo 
T. LeBron. 
 
Lowanue Kuwe 

The dance team is in 
need of adult support, no 
experience necessary, 
administrative, techni-
cal, and creative posi-
tions available. The 
team meets on Thurs-
days. Contact Mr. Vil-
lani for info. 

The Lowanue Kuwe 
Native American Danc-
ers took three first place 
medals, a third and a 
fourth at the OA Section 
C2A Conclave at Silver 
Trails Scout Camp in 
May. They were T. Col-
man, J. Suarez, D. 
Swan, M. Toenigges, and 
J. Maurice. Thirteen of 
our Chapter Members 
attended. 

Chapter Meeting days 
are the last Thursday of 
the month at 7:30 PM. 

Mahican 
Hey everybody, my 

name is Chris Corbin 
and I am the chapter 
chief for Mahican chap-
ter. I would like to tell 
you what are chapter 
has planed for the up 
coming year.  

Our dance team is 
being formed thanks to 
the great enthusiasm 
from our Chairman Kyle 
Wroblewski.  

Our ceremony team is 
going to start training 
others who are inter-
ested in becoming princi-
ples for our ordeal and 
brotherhood ceremonies. 
We are also welcoming 
those who are interested 
in learning how to put 
on ceremonies.  

Our other chairmen 
are also going to receive 
projects that will help 
the chapter as a whole. I 
am looking forward to 
this year with great an-
ticipation. 

Our chapter meetings 
are every third Thursday 
of the month and every-
one is welcomed. Thank 

you. 
Yours in brotherhood, 
Chris Corbin  
 

Wapaneu 
by Mark Elias 

Wapaneu Chapter 
meets the 2nd Wednes-
day of the month, except 
for July and December. 
Meeting are usually held 
at Kelly Middle School, 
24701 Kelly Road, East-
pointe. The school is just 
south of 10 Mile Rd and 
west 
of I-94.  

Currently Wapaneu is 
the host chapter for Fall 
Conclave and Ordeal to 
be held this September 
16-18 at D-A Scout 
Ranch. Please see the 
related article in this 
issue of Eagle Pipe for 
more details about the 
Conclave.  

For more information 
about Wapaneu Chapter 
or to join the mailing 
list, members are en-
couraged to join Wa-
paneu's Yahoo Group at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/wapaneu/.  

 
Wsigau 
By Chuck Cheek 

Welcome back to an-
other season of cheerful 
service with our order. 
As we come together for 
another year, we are fast 
approaching the first of 
our lodge’s events.  

Scoutmasters and 
Troop Reps please re-
mind your members and 
candidates that the fall 
conclave is September 
16-18 and we will sleep-
ing in tents.  

Also, our chapter are 
hosting the Fall Fellow-
ship this year on October 
28-30, so it is very im-
portant that our mem-
bers make it to this 
event. All forms are on 
the available on the 
lodge website.  

We will be holding an 
in-town brotherhood con-
version in October, more 
to follow. Our next meet-
ing is September 8 at the 
Xpedx building, 28401 
Schoolcraft, Livonia 
(between Middlebelt & 
Inkster). 

Get ready — NOAC’s coming! 
Eleven months from now, the 

National Order of the Arrow Con-
ference (NOAC) will be at Michi-
gan State University. Over 7,000 
arrowmen from around the world 
will gather there July 29-Aug 3, 
2006 - and, you can be one of 
them.  

A $50 deposit will get you a 

special edition, one of a kind, 
Migisi Opawgan lodge flap. The 
flap is limited to the 
first 150 arrowmen 
from our lodge who 
sign up for NOAC - 
so act quickly.  

The registration 
form is now avail-

able at www.migisi.org on the 
website homepage. 
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By Chris Szybisty 
Executive Vice-chief 

 
On October 28, 2005, 

Migisi Opawgan will 
once again converge on 
D-A for the second 
month in a row. This 
time, instead of service 
to our beloved camp, we 
will turn our attention to 
celebrating the success 
of the year in a weekend 
full of fellowship.  

The annual lodge-

wide euchre tournament 
will once again happen 
as Chris Szybisty and 
Jeff Lang look to repeat 
as tournament champi-
ons, while Kenny 
“Mylar” Mills hopes to 
avenge last year’s disap-
pointing performance.  

Wsigau chapter, host 
of this event, will have 
many crazy activities 
running all day.  

It is also rumored 
that there will be a bat-

ting cage at this year’s 
fellowship. 

While we have a lot of 
fun, the fellowship is 
also one of the most im-
portant events of the 
year for the lodge.  

The Vigil breakfast 
will happen the morning 
of October 29. All vigil 
honor members are in-
vited to attend.  

After dinner on Octo-
ber 29, elections will be 
held for the five lodge 

offices of Chief, Execu-
tive Vice Chief, Vice 
Chief of Activities, Sec-
retary, and Treasurer. 
Be there to support your 
favorite candidates and 
have a hand in shaping 
the lodge for 2006. 

I hope to see all of you 
at this year’s fall fellow-
ship and I challenge 
each of you to bring at 
least one other arrow-
man who went through 
their ordeal in 2005.  

Fall Fellowship — Oct. 28-30 

This year has been an excit-
ing one for Migisi Opawgan 
Lodge. Our Chief, Dan Swan, 
and his leadership have led the 
lodge to an 8.6% year-over-year 
increase in membership. We’ve 
also seen a number of units 
with no OA members ask for an 
election and many others in-
creased their membership. 
Through your efforts, they are 
discovering the OA offers 
Scouts an additional program 
venue and an incentive to stay 
in Scouting. 

It’s hard to believe, but 90 
days from now you will be cele-
brating the lodge’s accomplish-
ments at our annual dinner 
meeting on December 7th. Be-
tween now and then we have a 
full calendar - Fall Conclave in 
September; a lodge wide one-
day of service event; Fall Fel-
lowship, lodge elections, and 
Vigil Honor breakfast in Octo-
ber; and, a Lodge Leadership 
Development (LLD) training 
day in November. 

Foremost in our minds 
should be the achievement of 
“Quality Lodge” for 2005. We 
are on target in all areas but 
one: Brotherhood conversions. 
Please encourage your Brother-
hood-eligible Arrowmen to seal 
their membership. Our leaders 
tell me we can do it, so I’m 
counting on everyone help 
achieve this goal. 

Finally, 2006 lodge and 
chapter officer elections are 
just around the corner. It is my 
hope you will carefully evaluate 
each candidate’s credentials 
and track record as we need 
talented and reliable Arrow-
men to lead the lodge in 2006. 
Please ensure you support 
those candidates who represent 
what is best for the lodge, the 
Order, and the Detroit Area 
Council. 

See you in September at the 
Fall Conclave, or a local Dairy 
Queen ☺. 

Joe Retzbach 
Lodge Adviser 

Advisor’s five 

Quality Lodge, election comments Trained? 
To have a strong lodge, our offi-

cers and youth must have the skills 
necessary to lead the lodge, chapters, 
and committees with confidence. On 
Nov. 19th at the Dauch Scout Cen-
ter, the lodge training committee will 
conduct Lodge Leadership Develop-
ment for all in-coming officers 
(mandatory) and any other arrow-
men wishing to participate.  

Last year’s event started at 8:30 
am and concluded at 3 pm with two 
joint sessions and three breakout 
sessions led by our youth and adult 
advisers. More than 50 people par-
ticipated and feedback was excellent.  

Mark your calendars - it’s free and 
lunch is provided. For Michigan and 
Ohio State fans, we will have a spe-
cial television breakout training 
room. 

Adult leaders! You do not want to miss 
southeast Michigan’s premier training 
extravaganza on Saturday, November 5, 
2005 at Lamphere High School, 610 
W.13 Mile Road in Madison Heights, MI. 
Visit dacbsa.org and select “University 
of Scouting” for details. 

Not just for OA! 
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Membership - July 21, 2005 

 

Chapter 2005 Yr 
End Goal 

Actual 
Mbrs 

Pct. of 
Goal 

Achowalogen 33 18 55% 

Council  25 24 96% 

Lowanue Kuwe 235 204 87% 

Mahican 311 319 103% 

Wapaneu 135 121 90% 

Wsigau 215 261 121% 

Lodge Total 954 947 99% 

Brotherhood Conversions - July 21, 2005 

 

Chapter Year-end 
Goal 

Actual 
Conv. 

Pct. of 
Goal 

Achowalogen 2 0 0% 

Council  1 0 0% 

Lowanue Kuwe 50 14 28% 

Mahican 40 20 50% 

Wapaneu 20 4 20% 

Wsigau 35 19 54% 

Lodge Total 148 57 38% 

Membership by District - July 1, 2005 

 

  
District 

Eligible  
Units  

Units 
No OA 
Mbrs 

Units 
1-5 OA 
Mbrs 

Units 
6+ OA 
Mbrs 

Huron 12 4 4 4 

Lakeshore  19 8 7 4 

Metro West 41 37 4 0 

Michigami  17 6 6 5 

North Trails 30 18 6 6 

Northridge 25 19 9 7 

Phoenix 24 21 3 0 

Sunset 41 19 12 10 

Three Rivers  39 12 11 16 

Council Total  248 134 62 52 

Lodge Stats 

Contributed by Mr. Cheek 
Wsigau Adviser 

 
This is so funny that it will boggle your 

mind. And you will keep trying at least 50 
more times to see if you can outsmart your 
foot, but you can't. 

 
1. While sitting at your desk, lift your right 
foot off the floor and make clockwise circles. 
2. Now, while doing this, draw the number "6" 
in the air with your right hand. 
 

Your foot will change direction. And there's 
nothing you can do about it! 

Just for fun 
How smart is your right foot? 

by Jamie White 
  
The 2005 Vigil Induction weekend is coming 

fast! On the morning of October 29 at D-Bar-A 
Scout Ranch our 2005 Vigil Class will be recog-
nized with the Vigil Honor. The Annual Vigil 
Breakfast will follow.  

This event is a chance for the Vigil Honor 
members of the lodge to get together and con-
gratulate the new recipients. All Vigil Honor 
members are encouraged to attend. The cost 
will be $5.00 for any member attending the 
Fall Fellowship and $10.00 for any members 
who come only for the breakfast.  

So if you are a Vigil Honor member please 
come up to support our friends who have 
achieved the OA's highest honor. 

Vigil induction 

 

The Eagle Pipe 
The Voice of Migisi Opawgan — Lodge 162 

Produced by the Migisi Communications Committee 

Editor — Elliot Njus 
Adviser — Mr. Mark Rosiek, Sr. 

For additional news, 
check out Migisi.org — 
The official Migisi Opaw-
gan website. 
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by Ethan Rein 
Camping Promotions  
 

In the coming months, the 
lodge will begin to promote cub 
scout camping as it never 
has.  The Camping Promotions 
Committee, in conjunction with 
the Detroit Area Council Camp-
ing Department, has come out an 

updated version of the 'Blitz,' a 
Cub Camp Promotional program 
already in place. 

In order to get this program off 
the ground, the lodge needs 
you.  We need teams who are 
willing to get acquainted with the 
material, pick up the necessary 
materials, and start getting out 
there and talking to packs. 

Packs will sign up for visits 
through the lodge website.  After 
that, chapter chiefs will coordi-
nate with those packs to set up a 
visit. 

Interested in signing up to be 
a presenter?  Talk to your Chap-
ter Chief or Ethan Rein, the 
lodge Camping Promotions chair-
man. 

Promoting camp to cubs 

by Ethan Rein 
Camping Promotions 

 
If you are scout who 

had a great time at sum-
mer camp this year, or 
any year in the past, and 
you want to pass on a 
similar experience to 
your fellow scouts, work-
ing at a Detroit Area 
Council Camp is for you. 

D-bar-A Scout Ranch 
is looking for enthuiastic, 
talented individuals who 
are looking to spend their 
summer at the Ranch. 
Cole Canoe Base is also 
looking for qualified staff 
to serve the campers at 
the Base. 

As a staff member at a 
Council Camp, not only 
will you serve the scouts, 
but you'll have chances 
to make lifelong friend-
ships, advance in scout-
ing, and have fun. 
For more information, 
see the council website, 
www.dacbsa.org. 

Looking for 
a summer 
job? 

by Elliot Njus 
Communications 
 

Scouting’s long and fascinating 
history is rarely catalogued in such a 
manner as at D-A Scout Ranch’s Tho-
mas D. Trainor Museum, which con-
tains artifacts from years of Detroit 
Area Council and national events. 

The museum staff is looking for 
adult Arrowmen to open the museum 

on weekends. If you are interested, 
please contact Mr. Harold Hanna at 
hamharold@aol.com. 

The museum is looking for volun-
teers on the following dates. 

Oct. 7 -9 
Oct. 21-23 
Nov. 11-13 
Nov. 25-27 
Dec. 9 -11 

Dec. 16-18 
Jan 13-15 
Jan. 27-29 
Mar. 17-19 
Mar. 24-26 

Wanted: Museum staff 

Dues for Migisi 
Opawgan Lodge will 
increase to $12 for 
2006.  This follows an 
increase in fees an-
nounced by the National 
Order of the Arrow of-
fices in late 2004. Dues 
for the coming year 

should be paid be-
tween October 1st and 
December.  For exam-
ple, 2006 dues are pay-
able this October 1 - 
December 31, 2005. 

To help ease into this 
transition, the lodge 
officers have decided all 

2006 dues paid between 
October 1 and Decem-
ber 31, 2005 will be 
$10.  Payments received 
after January 1, 2006 
will be $12.  The lodge 
dues payment form will 
be on-line at Migisi.org 
in late September. 

Lodge dues increase in ‘06 

Migisi Opawgan — Lodge officers 
Chief Dan Swan Mr. Joe Retzbach (advisor) 

Executive Vice-chief Chris Szybisty  Mr. Harold Hanna (associate) 

Vice-chief of Activities Mark Rosiek, Jr. Mr. Grady Boatner (associate) 

Secretary Ryan Lang Mr. Steve Donohue (associate) 

Treasurer Jason Smith Mr. Bruce Maxim (associate) 



8 Eagle Pipe — Migisi Opawgan August 2005 

 

The Eagle Pipe 
Order of the Arrow 
1776 West Warren Ave. 
Detroit, MI 48208 

Date Event Location 

September 16-18 Fall Conclave and Ordeal D-A Scout Ranch 

September 17 Brotherhood Conversion Ceremony D-A Scout Ranch 

TBD One Day of Service TBD 

October 28-30 Fall Fellowship D-A Scout Ranch 

October 29 Vigil Honor Breakfast D-A Scout Ranch 

October 29 Lodge Officer Elections D-A Scout Ranch 

October 29 Brotherhood Conversion Ceremony D-A Scout Ranch 

November 5 University of Scouting Lamphere High School 

November 19 Lodge Leadership Development Dauch Scout Center, Detroit 

December 7 Lodge Annual Meeting and Dinner Hyatt Regency, Dearborn 

Migisi Opawgan — Lodge Calendar 


