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It is my pleasure and honor to be your lodge chief 
for this year. I am very excited for this year because 
we have many great events to look forward too and are 
going to have a very successful year. I would like 
thank our hard working communications team made 
up of Andrej Walilko, Communication Committee 
Chairman, Leo LeBron, Assistant Communications 
Chairman, Mr. Joe Kelly, Communications Adviser, 
and Mr. Steve Donohue, Website Designer. These out-
standing people play a large role in making sure that 
you know what is going on through the Eagle Pipe and 
our National Award Winning website, www.migisi.
org.  

Our first big event of the year was on the weekend 
of February 9th - 11th: our Winter Fellowship and Lin-
coln Pilgrimage. This year the Wapaneu Chapter 
hosted the event and, as they promised, it turned out to 
be a great time. The weekend was filled with fun 
events and some training courses. Many new people in 
our lodge got together, had fun, got involved, and 
helped with the Cub Scouting program Saturday morn-
ing at the Lincoln Pilgrimage. Our next camping event 
will be the Spring Conclave on April 27th to the 29th. 
Please pre-register for this event so that we can have 
an accurate count for food and sleeping space. If you 
do not pre-register, we can not guarantee a bed for 
you. I hope to see all of you out there because it will 
be a great time! 

Another great event that our lodge is looking for-
ward to this year is the Section Conclave. This year’s 
Section Conclave will take place on May 4th-6th at 
Camp Teetonkah and the theme will be Nickelodeon. 
Section Conclave is another fun event where the five 
lodges in our section compete in sporting events, spirit, 
and ceremonies and dance competitions. This year we 
will be looking to have a strong representation and win 
the Coup Stick, which is given to the lodge with the 
most spirit. 

I am pleased to announce that so far this year we 
already have over 900 members registered out of the 
1235 members from last year. This year we are look-
ing to surpass the 1300 member mark which you can 

help by living the obligation and proudly wearing your 
lodge flap and sash whenever you wear your scouting 
uniform. If you do that, your fellow unit members will 
want to follow your example and share the same fun 
and join you in the ranks of the National Scouting 
Honor Society.  

I look forward to see all of you throughout the 
year and meeting all of our new members. 2007 is go-
ing to be a great year, and with your help it can only 
get better.  

Yours in Brotherhood, 
Jason Smith 

2007 Migisi Opawgan Lodge Chief 

‘06 Chief Chris Szybisty (L) with ‘07 Chief Jason Smith (R)



Chapter Reports 

Achowalogen 
The Achowalogen Chapter 

would like to thank everyone 
who helped us at the 2006 An-
nual Dinner. It took over a year 
of planning, but we all pulled 
together and pulled it off, and it 
was quite a success. Thanks 
again for everyone’s help, it 
truly shows the unity of Migisi 
Opawgan Lodge 162!! 

Our Chapter meets every 
2nd Tuesday of the month. Our 
chapter meetings are held after 
the Motor City District Roundta-
ble (7:00 PM) at the council 
building in Downtown Detroit. 
If you are interested, please at-
tend. We will be discussing our 
membership, and our upcoming 
events we are hosting, and start-
ing to plan them. Please, if you 
want to come, it would be appre-
ciated, and encouraged. 

Thank you. 
~Leo LeBron V 

 

Lowanue Kuwe 
This year, Lowanue Kuwe 

will be hosting the Fall Fellow-
ship. Expect to hear more details 
on that event in the future! 
Lowanue Kuwe Chapter serves 
the Northridge and North Trails 
Districts. The Chapter Chief is 
Andrew Corwell and his Adviser 
is Mr. Hanson Lee. Lowanue 
Kuwe meets at 7:30 PM on the 
last Thursday of every month at 
St. John’s UMC in Royal Oak. 

 
 

Mahican 
Mahican Chapter serves the 

Huron and Three Rivers districts 
of the Detroit Area Council. It 
was formed in 1990 when the 
three districts were merged into 
one Chapter. They meet at 7:30 
on the third Thursday of every 
month at First United Methodist 
Church of Dearborn. 

Mahican will be hosting the 
Spring Conclave this April. 
Don’t miss it! 

 

Wapaneu 
Wapaneu Chapter serves the 

Lakeshore and Michigami Dis-
tricts of Detroit Area Council 
and was formed by the merger 
of Wopon and Michigami Chap-
ters. Michigami Chapter was in-
strumental in the creation of the 
Pedro Trail at D-A. That tradi-
tion continues as Wapaneu 
Chapter has taken on mainte-
nance and improvement of the 
Trail. Wapaneu’s Chapter Chief 
is Dylan Medina, and his adviser 
is Mr. Mark Elias. The Chapter 
meetings are at Kelly Middle 
school in Eastpointe, at 7:30 on 
the second Wednesday of each 
month. 

Wapaneu will take charge of 
the Summer Conclave at Cole 
Canoe base in June. Look for-
ward to getting in service and 
inducting new members at this 
event. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wsigau 
Wsigau chapter had its first 

meeting and hit the ground run-
ning. Mr. Don Ray talked to us 
about Leave No Trace camping. 
We decided on the games we 
will be running at the Winter 
Fellowship; Wsigau will be 
hosting the spring Conclave and 
we have started planning for the 
event, we will have our plans 
finalized at our February meet-
ing. Meetings occur on the sec-
ond Thursday of every month. 

In the coming month we will 
be doing a cooking demo, build-
ing rockets and working on the 
possibility of have a Lodge Pine 
Wood Derby at Fall Fellowship. 
We have also started holding 
units elections. 

Yours in Brotherhood, 
~Wsigau Chapter 

 
 

From the VCA 
I hope everyone is having a 

great year.  We have many fun ac-
tivities planned. By now we’ve all 
enjoyed the Lincoln Pilgrimage and 
Winter Fellowship.  Its time to start 
gearing up for Spring Conclave 
April 27-29.  Join your chapter’s 
ceremonies team and begin to pre-
pare to bring new members into our 
Order.  Help our service committee 
plan our upcoming service projects.  
Attend Elangomat training and vol-
unteer to be an Elangomat.  There 
are many ways to get involved, so 
join in.  And remember to sign up 
for Spring Conclave early!   I’ll 
look forward to seeing you there.  

~Andrew Curtiss 

Produced by the Migisi Communications Committee 

For up-to-the-minute news, 
check out www.migisi.org — 
the official Migisi Opawgan 
website. 

Andrej Walilko 
Committee Chair 

Mr. Joe Kelly 
Communications Adviser 
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Unit Elections! 
Spring and Summer Ordeals are 

just around 90 days away; has your 
unit held its annual OA unit election 
so candidates can participate?  If not, 
now is the time to schedule your 
election.  Please contact your Chap-
ter Chief, Chapter Adviser or OA 
representative to make the arrange-
ments.  You can also electronically 
submit requests on our website via 
www.migisi.org.  Select the “Unit 
Leaders” link on the left, scroll down 
and select “Schedule a Unit Election 
On-Line.”  

Euro Camp Staff 
This may be an opportunity for 

some youth in the OA or young 
Scouters.  The European Camp Staff 
Program is operated by the European 
Region of the World Scout Move-
ment.  It gives registered members of 
the BSA ages 18-30 and who are 
willing to work for at least 4 weeks 
the opportunity to serve as counsel-
ors in Scout camps and training cen-
ters in the European Region. Acci-
dent and illness insurance and room 
and board are provide in camp, but 
the counselor must pay for their per-
sonal roundtrip air transportation. 
Upon completion of the camp assign-
ment, the European Region will re-
imburse up to 50% of the partici-
pant's expenses.  

If you know a young Scouter 

who meets the requirements and is 
interested in serving in a Scout camp 
in Europe, please contact your De-
troit Area Council International Rep-
resentative, LaVerne Cleary at 248-
644-7327 for an application. 

Training 
In the upcoming months, Train-

ing will be offered at various events 
including the Section Conclave, Fall 
Fellowship, and the Lodge Leader-
ship Development.  Please take ad-
vantage of these training opportuni-
ties in the Order of the Arrow and 
the many other training opportunities 
available in the Boy Scouts.  If you 
are under 18, take the National 
Youth Leadership Training.  If you 
are over 18 take New Leader Essen-
tials, SM/ASM Leader Specifics, and 
Introduction to Outdoor Leadership 
Skills…then the next step is Wood 
Badge- the premiere adult training 
experience.  TRAINING IS A 
MUST!!! 

Congratulations to Mr. Jack 
Chandler, who has agreed to be the 
new Council Training Chairman, and 
to Mr. John Dam, who was selected 
to be the Course Director for Course 
C-47-06. 

If you or someone you know is 
interested in joining the training 
movement in our lodge by being a 
trainer at one of our premiere train-
ing events, please contact Joe Kul-
wicki at jjeagle86@comcast.net  

High Adventure 
Interested in going to Philmont 

for two weeks?  How about only 
paying only $150 for a week of trail 
work and a hiking adventure for an-
other week designed by the members 
of your trail crew?  Perhaps two 
weeks at the Northern Tier’s Wilder-
ness Voyage is more to your liking 
and a price of only $125.  Go to 
www.oa-bsa.org and check out the 
details.  Applications can be 
downloaded from the website.  The 
deadline for submitting your applica-
tion is March 15th; or until all posi-
tions is filled.  Travel and incidentals 
are extra.  Campership money is 
available toward the event fee from 
our lodge and the OA Section.  If 
you are interested, please contact Mr. 
Retzbach as soon as possible. 

Ceremony Reminders!!! 
• Everyone Attends 

• Be on time 

• Be respectful 

• Recognize Achievement 

• Wear your sash! 
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2006 was another outstanding year for Migisi Opawgan Lodge.  We experi-
enced positive membership growth of over 16%; exceeded our Brotherhood 
conversion objective by 7%; and delivered more than 16,000 hours of ser-

vice to our camps, its programs, and our communities.  These accomplishments allow us to once again be recog-
nized as a Quality Lodge; which is no small feat considering we must complete at least 14 of 19 requirements (ten 
of which are required).  Thank you! 

Looking to 2007, our Quality Lodge goals have largely remained the same except we must now achieve 15 of 
19 requirements – one more than last year.  That extra requirement is easy if we have at least one youth arrowman 
attend an OA High Adventure program this summer – Northern Tier Wilderness Voyage, Philmont Trail Crew, or 
OA Ocean Adventure.  Campership funds are available from the lodge and OA Section C2A, but you need to com-
plete the applications now!  Check out these high adventure treks on the national OA website – www.oa-bsa.org.  
OA youth arrowmen get special prices for these events. 

We need to focus on positive growth, Brotherhood conversions and service to our Council camping program 
and within the community in 2007.  I hope to see you at many of our Lodge events in 2007 and please remember, 
our Lodge Executive Committee meeting is open to everyone.  Come learn and join a great team of OA members 
leading the Detroit Area Council’s Honor Society of Scouts and Scouters in Migisi Opawgan Lodge. 

~Joe Retzbach                

Adviser’s Five 



Migisi Opawgan — Lodge Calendar 
Date Event Location 

February 21, 2007 Lodge Executive Committee Meeting First United Methodist, Dearborn 

March 4, 2007 Council of Chiefs—DeCourcy Camping 
Presentations 

Dauch Scout Center, Detroit 

March 21, 2007 Lodge Executive Committee Meeting First United Methodist, Dearborn 

April 18, 2007 Lodge Executive Committee Meeting First United Methodist, Dearborn 

April 27-29, 2007 Spring Conclave D-Bar-A Scout Ranch, Metamora 

May 4-6, 2007 Section Conclave Camp Teetonkah, Jackson 

May 23, 2007 Lodge Executive Committee Meeting First United Methodist, Dearborn 

June 1-3, 2007 Summer Ordeal Cole Canoe Base,  Alger 
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